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Lincoln Sudbury Civic Orchestra transforms into public charity 

The Lincoln Sudbury Civic Orchestra (LSCO), the community orchestra in residence at the Lincoln-Sudbury 
Regional High School since 1973, transformed its organization in the summer of 2025.  With the 
enthusiastic support of LSRHS administrative leadership and music faculty, the LSCO formally incorporated 
as a public charity in Massachusetts and completed all the state and federal filings to be recognized by 
the IRS as a 501(c)3 organization.   

Because of its new formal status, the LSCO formed a board of directors to manage the governance of the 
organization, maintains a rigorous schedule of board meetings to formalize orchestra policy and artistic 
plans.  Managing Director William Nicholson continues in his vital role of planning and coordinating with 
Music Director Alfonso Piacentini, now in his third year leading the orchestra.  The board works closely 
with Nicholson and Piacentini to continue to create a welcoming environment for orchestra members and 
to elevate its mission to bring great classical music to Sudbury and surrounding communities. Also central 
to the success of the orchestra is the concertmaster Chris Brainard, who plays a critical role in preparation 
of the parts and supplementing rehearsals for the four string sections.  

The LSCO has enjoyed the warm and welcoming relationship with LSRHS for over 50 years.  At the end of 
the 2024-2025 season, orchestra leadership initiated the difficult process of incorporating and formalizing 
the financial operation separate from the school.   

The orchestra seeks and receives annual support from the Massachusetts Cultural Council local councils 
in Sudbury and Lincoln.  Now that the group is a formal public charity, it can apply for grants from 
foundations and from individuals to cover and increased operating budget. Individuals can make federally 
tax-deductible donations to the orchestra.   

Individuals can donate to LSCO by mailing a personal check or online at the orchestra website. Personal 
checks can be mailed to Lincoln Sudbury Civic Orchestra, PO Box 178, Hudson, MA 01749.  To donate 
online via Paypal, visit https://www.lscivicorchestra.org/support-lsco. All donations will be acknowledged 
in writing by the orchestra treasurer in time for filing federal tax returns.  

Since 1973, the LSCO has provided opportunities for talented students and supportive adults to perform 
orchestral literature of the great classical composers. LSCO has provided playing opportunities for over 
500 student musicians and given over thirty student and adult concerto artists an opportunity to show 
their skills and love of classical music.  Membership is open to the community regardless of town of 
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residence.  The orchestra rehearses every Tuesday evening from 7:30 – 9:30 PM in the large ensemble 
room at Lincoln-Sudbury Regional High School (LSRHS), 390 Lincoln Rd in Sudbury.  Visit the orchestra web 

site at https://www.lscivicorchestra.org. Musicians interested in joining LSCO should contact the 
membership coordinator by email at lscivicorchestra@gmail.com, or use the Contact Us link at the 
orchestra web site.  
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